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or 
data 


1957 


MODth 

or 
date 


ATerags 

191*6-55: 


1956 


1957 


CoBBnta  on 
ctnrant  sltoatlon 


BOGS 


FaxB  production  

Mil.  doz. 

July 

36U.U 

396.7 

398.8: 

'Aug. 

330.2 

380.7 

382.3 

ATora^  Diuu>0r  of 

tauions 

Eggs 

July 

285 .0 

281.0 

279.2  '• 

'Aug. 

283 .1* 

288.1 

281*. 3 

July 

15.lt 

16.9 

17.1  1 
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11*. 0 

15.8 

16.1 

Apparent  dJ.  8Ai^>e8Lr&xice , 
shs3_2.  €^Q&  p6]r 

Sees 

28  J 

25.7 

2/ 21*. 8  : 

'July 

28.6 

27.5  2/26.5 

June 

Frozen  eee  pz^uetloo  . . 

Mil.  lb. 

June 

1*5.5 

56.6 

51.9  ; 

'July 
! 

19.2 

27.2 

30.2 

Wl.  lb. 

June 

7.6 

2.5 

3.6  » 

1  July 

5.9 

1.7 

2.9 

"Ct.per  dot. 

July 

41,6 

36 .6 

32.1  : 

'Aug. 

J 

1*1*. 8 

36.9 

36.3 

Prlc©  rsoelTod  by 

Pspoent 

July 

87 

80 

1: 

68  ss Aug. 
:: 

1*6.0  ::july 

88 

73 

70 

i>x.per  ooz. 

June 

58.2 

51*. 0 

62.5 

55.9 

51.8 

Lb.  feed 
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10.6 

10.1 

9.3  • 

'Aug. 

11.5 

10.1 

10.5 
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Aug.  1 

3, 1*30 

1,259 

1,507  : 

! 
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1 

2,769 
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MU.  lb. 

Aug.  1 
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176.7  ! 
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166.5 

1 

Chloka  hatohed  'bj  00a-  ■ 
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79.6 

11*3.9 

153.9  1 
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70.9 
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lUl.l* 
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Nllllana 

Aug.  1 
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167.2  : 
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1 

211*. 7 

153.9 

132.1 

Fsi^  pploe  of  pooltpy 
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3.92 

3.61* 

3.1*7  ; 

t 

'Aug. 

3.90 

3.66 

3.1*7 
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Price  received  by  farm- 
ers for  cblclccns  /  live 
%rolleF6 

Farm  chickens  

All  chickens  

Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 

:july 
'July 
:july 

30.0 
21*. 1 
27.2 

21.1* 
16.7 
20.6 

21.1*  : 
13.2  : 
19.8  : 

'Aug. 
'Aug. 
'Aug. 

30.6 
23.9 
27.0 

19.6 
16.1 
18.8 

21.0 

13.5 
19.2 

Price  received  by  fam— 
ers  for  all  chiclcens  sb 
a  percentage  of  parity 

Percent 

■July 

91* 

72 

69  i 

'Aug. 

93 

65 

67 

Retail  price  of  broil- 
ers and  fryers ^dressed 

(ams) 

Ct .  per  lb . 

June 

50.6 

1*6.7 

1*7.0  : 
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51.1 

1*9.0 

1*8.3 

Price  received  by 
farasrs  for  turkeys. 

Ct.  per  lb. 

:july 

32.6 

28.6 

22.1  : 

'Aug. 

33.2 

28.3 

22.6 

Stocks: 

Poultry,  ezoludlng 

:    Wl.  lb. 

SAug.  1 

82.6 

90.7 

95.1  ; 

Bept. 

9l*.2 

111.5 

99.7 

1 

:    Mil.  lb. 

•Aug.  1 

1*2.3 

36.1 

90.0  : 

Bept. 

38.5 

53.0 

99.9 

1 

Broiler -feed  price 

:    Lb.  feed 

vTuly 

U.2 

l*.l*  : 

Aug. 

3.8 

l*.3 

Turkey-feed  price  ratio 

:    Lb.  feed 

vTuly 

8.3 

7.9 

6.1*  : 

VVug. 

8.6 

7.7 

6.5 

Average  veekly  place - 
■ent  of  obloks  in  22 

:  MHUcoB 

July 

25.6 

28.3  : 

Aug. 

24.3 

25.9 

Above  year-ago  by  less  than 
the  population  increase 


In  mid-August,  close  to 
year-ago 


Shows  favorable  reduction 
from  season  peak 


At  this  season,  mostly  for 
broilers 


Has  since  declined 


Held  down  by  large  stocks 


Continued  high  despite  low 


1/  This  series  has  been  computed  on  the  basis  of  unadjusted  data,  as  described  on  p.  1*  of  PES-I89 
2/  Partly  estimated. 
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SUMMARY 

Egg  prices  in  the  next  six  or  eight  months  are  likely  to  average  above 
the  unusually  low  levels  of  a  year  earlier.    In  the  next  month  or  two  they 
may  rise  some  above  mid -September,  before  starting  their  seasonal  decline. 
Consumer  demand  continues  strong  and  egg  production  is  reflecting  the  l8  per- 
cent cut  this  year  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised  for  laying  flock  replace- 
ment.   In  mid-September,  prices  to  farmers  for  Grade  A  large  eggs  at  Iowa 
country  points  were  38-39  cents  per  dozen,  almost  the  same  as  the  peak  of 
1956  fall  prices,  which  occurred  in  mid-September. 

The  sharp  cut  in  the  nimiber  of  chickens  raised  is  likely  to  result  in 
about  5  percent  fewer  layers  on  farms  January  1,  1958,  thaji  a  year  earlier. 
But  because  of  a  higher  laying  rate  per  bird,  egg  production  will  be  cut  only 
2  or  3  percent  at  that  time.    Egg  production  on  farms  in  August  was  not  yet 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  it  exceeded  the  previous  August  by  only  ^  of 
1  percent;  output  for  the  first  8  months  was  1  percent  above  last  year. 
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Consxjmption  of  eggs  per  person  in  the  first  8  months  this  year  was  1  or 
2  percent  below  a  year  earlier,  because  output  did  not  keep  pace  with  popula- 
tion growth.    Consumption  will  decline  further  from  195^  levels  (and  more  than 
seasonally)  in  the  remainder  of  the  year.    Storage  eggs  helped  to  sustain  July 
and  August  consunrption,  but  storage  supplies  are  not  large  enough  to  sustain 
consumption  in  the  remainder  of  the  year  at  year-ago  levels,  and  total  per 
capita  consiimption  will  fall  from  the  369  eggs  of  1956.    Use  of  eggs  for  the 
manufacture  of  flu  vaccine  is  not  making  appreciable  inroads  into  the  supply 
of  table  eggs. 

Broiler  prices  have  fallen  from  their  July  peaks.    The  mid-August 
average  price  to  farmers  was  21.0  cents,  slightly  below  a  month  earlier,  and 
prices  declined  further  in  September.    At  recent  levels,  however,  broiler 
prices  were  about  a  cent  above  a  year  earlier.    Supplies  are  now  at  about  the 
1957  peak,  but  demand  is  declining  seasonally.    Prices  are  likely  to  decline 
further  seasonally  the  rest  of  this  year.    For  the  first  8  months  of  1957 j 
they  averaged  19*9  cents  per  poimd  compared  with  20.9  cents  a  year  earlier. 
Production  for  the  year  will  be  up  about  6  percent  and  consumption  will  be  a 
new  record. 

The  number  of  tiorkeys  remaining  to  be  slaughtered  in  1957  is  probably 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  although  the  total  1957  record  crop  of  8I  million 
birds  is  5  percent  larger  than  1956.    The  increase  in  this  year's  crop  was 
entirely  from  poults  hatched  before  May,  most  of  which  have  already  been 
slaiaghtered.    Storage  stocks  are  record  laxge  for  the  season.    Farmers'  prices, 
despite  a  slight  rise  since  late  July,  remain  about  6  cents  per  poxind  below  a 
year  earlier  -  in  mid-August,  22.6  cents  per  pound  compared  with  28.3  cents 
last  year. 

Farmers'  average  turkey  prices  may  strengthen  in  the  rest  of  the  year, 
as  they  did  in  the  last  month  of  1956.    Nevertheless,  prices  will  not  equal 
last  year's  level,  because  large  storage  stocks  will  supplement  current 
production.    Consxjmption  of  txrrkeys  this  year  will  be  a  record,  up  to  about 
5.8  pounds  (ready-to-cook)  per  person,  from  5*1  pounds  last  year.  Total 
consumption  of  turkey  in  the  first  8  months  of  1957  was  more  than  30  percent 
above  last  yeeir,  but  the  heavy  consumption  of  turkeys  comes  in  the  remaining 
months  of  the  year.    In  recent  years  about  half  of  the  annual  consumption 
occurred  in  the  holiday  months  of  November  and  December. 


The  President  has  approved  the  Poultry  Products  Inspection  Act, 
which  goes  into  full  effect  on  January  1,  1959.    The  provisions  of  this  law 
will  require  official  inspection  for  wholesomeness  of  most  dressed  poultry 
shipped  interstate  and,  under  certain  conditions,  inspection  of  some  intra- 
state shipments.    Poultry  products  inspection  under  this  legislation  will 
provide  essentially  the  same  service  for  poultry  meat  as  has  been  available 
since  I907  for  red  meats,  and  is  expected  to  double,  approximately,  the 
poultry  inspection  coverage  provided  by  the  present  voluntary  program. 
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Egg  Output  in  Next  9  Months 
to  be  Belov  Year  Earlier 

The  39^  million  chickens  raised  this  year  for  laying  flock  replacement 
are  l8  percent  fewer  than  last  year  and  15  percent  below  the  previous  low  of 
1955  (table  1,  2)  •  Although  farmers  this  year  are  likely  to  retain  a  greater 
proportion  of  their  hens  and  pullets  as  layers,  and  production  per  bird  prob- 
ably will  increase  to  a  new  high  record,  egg  output  in  the  next  9  months  will 
be  below  the  like  period  a  year  earlier.  The  reduction  from  last  year  is 
expected  to  be  gradual.  By  the  turn  of  the  year  output  probably  will  be  down 
2  or  3  percent. 

The  national  laying  flock  next  January  1  probably  will  be  about  5  per- 
cent smaller  than  a  year  ecLrlier.    This  is  a  considerably  smaller  reduction 
than  that  for  chickens  raised,  for  these  reasons: 

First,  a  survey  of  farmers'  intentions  last  February  indicated  that 
they  planned  to  buy  a  slightly  larger  proportion  of  chicks  as  sexed  pullets 
than  in  1956. 

Second,  the  reduction  in  chickens  raised  and  the  improvement  in  egg 
prices  in  recent  months  may  encourage  farmers  to  retain  a  larger  proportion 
of  their  pullets  for  egg  production  than  last  year.    For  example,  in  1955 
when  the  number  of  chickens  raised  was  cut  sharply,  the  percentage  of  pullets 
saved  increased  sharply  over  the  preceding  year.    Also,  poultry  ration  costs 
in  the  last  few  months  have  been  J+-5  percent  below  193o,  a  further  inducement 
to  retain  birds  as  layers. 

FinaUly,  farmers  may  keep  more  mature  layers  for  a  second  year  of  pro- 
duction than  in  1956,  for  the  same  reasons  inducing  retention  of  pullets. 

The  rate  of  lay  per  bird  this  fall  and  winter  probably  will  continue 
its  year-to-year  increase.    However,  the  increase  is  likely  to  be  smaller  than 
usual  because  of  the  expected  larger  carryover  of  hens  which  generally  lay 
fewer  eggs  than  pullets. 

Higher  Egg  Prices 
Than  Last  Year 

The  price  rise  of  the  last  2  months  has  carried  most  egg  quotations 
above  a  year  eaxlier,  in  contrast  with  the  lower  level  of  the  first  half  of 
1957.    Iowa  farmers  received  an  average  of  39  cents  per  dozen  for  Grade  A 
large  eggs  on  September  10.    This  matched  the  fall  peak  which  occxarred  last 
year  at  about  the  same  time,  but  earlier  in  September  the  1957  prices  were 
2  to  3  cents  above  1956  for  Grade  A  large  eggs.    In  May,  Iowa  prices  had  been 
down  to  20-22  cents.    V/holesale  prices  in  terminal  markets  for  specific  grades 
and  sizes  showed  similar  or  even  larger  increases  from  earlier  in  the  year, 
Ft.r\r{  were  likewise  above  1956.    See  table  h  for  ccanparisons . 
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Farther  increases  in  egg  prices  to  farmers  may  occur  in  the  next  month 
or  two  as  production  declines  to  a  seasonal  low  point,  though  prices  may 
break  occasionally,  as  they  did  in  late  July  and  again  in  early  September. 
The  redaction  in  the  number  of  piillets  in  the  laying  flock  this  fall  means 
that  the  recovery  in  production,  after  the  seasonal  low  point,  is  likely  to 
be  slower  than  last  year.    Prices  in  1957  may  hold  near  the  season's  peak 
until  later  than  usual.    They  are  likely  to  remain  above  a  year  earlier 
into  the  spring  of  1958. 

Retail  prices  for  eggs  also  axe  expected  to  hold  above  a  year  earlier 
for  several  months  because  of  redaced  supplies  and  continued  high  consumer 
income.    The  average  consumer  is  expected  to  use  about  2  percent  fewer  eggs 
than  the  3^9  in  195^.    Moreover,  much  of  the  decrease  will  occur  in  the  re- 
maining rccnths  of  1957'  Consumpticn  per  person  tc  July  1  was  mere  than  1  per- 
cent below  the  first  half  of  1956.    The  decline  will  be  progressively  greater 
in  the  third  and  fourth  quarters.     (Table  6.) 

Egg  Storage  Stocks 
Near  Year  Ago  Levels 

Supplies  of  shell  eggs  from  storage  for  use  in  the  remainder  of  1957 
will  be  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Use  of  shell  eggs  from  cold  storage 
during  July  and  August  Was  greater  than  last  year,  and  on  September  1  the 
holdings  of  1.2  million  cases  were  only  slightly  larger  than  a  yeajr  earlier. 
At  the  season's  peak  on  July  1,  shell  holdings  were  25  percent  above  the  1956 
peak.    Wholesale  prices  for  these  eggs  are  now  favorable  compared  with  costs 
at  the  time  most  of  them  were  stored. 

Frozen  egg  stocks  also  have  moved  out  slightly  faster  than  last  year. 
September  1  stocks  of  l66  million  pounds  were  k  million  below  1956.  On 
August  1,  when  frozen  stocks  were  at  the  season's  peak,  they  totaled  about 
the  same  as  on  August  1,  1956.    Frozen  egg  holdings  are  likely  to  become 
progressively  smaller  thaja  a  year  earlier  during  the  next  4  or  5  months. 
Prices  for  fresh  eggs  for  commercial  breaking  will  be  relatively  high, 
encouraging  use  of  the  stored  product. 

Eggs  Used  for  Producing 
Flu  Vaccine 

Producers  of  influenza  vaccine  are  using  the  embryo  in  incubating  eggs 
in  which  to  grow  Asiatic  flu  virus.    Vaccine  output,  expected  to  total  85  mil- 
lion shots  by  January  1,  has  already  taJcen  a  large  number  of  eggs  and  will 
require  more.    But  diversion  to  this  use  is  not  likely  to  be  an  important 
influence  on  the  U.  S.  average  price  for  eggs. 
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When  the  vaccine  production  program  was  "begun,  each  egg  yielded  approx- 
imately one  shot  of  vaccine.    Later  yields  increased  to  U  to  5  shots  from  each 
egg.    Output  of  85  million  doses  of  vaccine  may  require  20  to  30  million  eggs, 
— equivalent  to  less  than  one-fifth  of  an  egg  per  person.    This  amount  over  a 
four  or  five  month  period  would  not  appreciably  affect  the  price  of  table  eggs. 

The  vaccine  program  may  have  a  somewhat  greater  impact  upon  the  sttpply 
of  hatching  eggs,  but  still  not  sharp  enough  to  create  problems  for  the  poul- 
try industry.  White-shell  eggs  are  preferred  for  vaccine  cultures.  Breed- 
ing flocks  of  egg-production  strains  would  be  a  source  of  such  eggs,  and  this 
is  the  season  of  slack  demand  for  eggs  from  such  flocks.  After  the  spring 
peak  of  chick  sales,  it  is  typical  for  the  output  of  such  birds  to  be  sold  as 
table  eggs. 

The  open  market  in  wholesale  centers  would  not  be  an  appropriate  source 
for  eggs  for  pharmaceutical  purposes,  because  table  eggs  are  generally  infer- 
tile and  ordinarily  do  not  come  from  flocks  blood-tested  for  pullorum. 

Broiler  Production  to  be 
Another  Record  in  19^7 

Total  1957  broiler  production  is  likely  to  exceed  the  1,3^5  million 
birds  produced  in  1956  by  about  6  percent.    This  is  indicated  by  chick  place- 
ments and  egg  settings  in  the  12  months  ended  in  mid-September  (table  7  )• 
In  view  of  the  8-10  week  growing  period  now  typiced  for  broilers,  September 
placements  and  settings  were  the  last  that  would  add  to  expected  slaughter  in 
1957. 

The  1957  broiler  production  increase  occured  despite  lower  farm  prices 
for  broilers  in  most  months  so  far  this  year  than  in  the  corresponding  1956 
months.    The  average  price  for  broilers  in  1956  was  the  lowest  in  1^+^  years. 
In  the  last  year  and  a  half,  the  broiler-feed  price  ratio  also  has  been  reccaxL- 
low,  and  by  a  margin  probably  only  partially  compensated  by  gains  in  the 
efficiency  of  feed  conversion.    Production  has  increased  despite  seemingly 
adverse  price  relationships,  probably  because  of  the  fineuacial  organization  of 
the  industry  (described  in  the  1957  Outlook  issue  of  this  Situation, No.  I86, 
issued  in  November  1956). 

Placements  increased  more  than  the  U.  S.  average  of  6  percent  In 
Georgia  (+lU  percent),  Alabama  (+21  percent),  and  Mississippi  (+22  percent). 
Among  the  important  broiler  States  in  which  1957  output  will  be  reduced  are 
California,  Oregon,  and  Connecticut,  with  respective  cuts  of  I8,  %  and  10  per- 
cent. 

October  1956  to  September  1957  is  the  period  during  which  placements 
and  settings  are  relevant  to  calendar  1957  broiler  production.    In  every 
week  of  this  period  hatchery  activity  was  greater  than  the  year  before,  except 
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during  the  Cliristmas-New  Year's  holidays^  and  for  2  veeks  in  early  April.  The 
largest  percentage  increases  occiArred  in  Janmry  and  early  Febniary  (+13  per- 
cent), in  Jiily  (+10),  and  probably  in  mid -September .    The  July  increase  fol- 
lowed a  price  rise  in  June,  but  egg  settings  for  the  other  2  increases  vere 
made  on  a  declining  broiler  market. 

With  only  minor  exceptions,  broiler  placements  rose  steadily  from  the 
beginning  of  1957  "to  mid -June,  then  began  a  slight  decline.    At  their  season 
peak,  1957  placements  were  h  percent  above  a  year  earlier.    But  the  rate  of 
decline  from  the  peak  has  been  slower  this  year,  and  recent  placements  have 
exceeded  last  year  by  higher  percentages  tlian  earlier  this  year.    The  generally 
declining  rate  of  placements  since  mid -June  means  that  marketings  probably 
peaked  in  about  early  September  and  will  decline  in  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Even  irLth  this  seasonal  decline,  however,  remaining  marketings  will  exceed 
1956  and  by  a  widening  margin,  perlaaps  10  percent  by  early  December. 

Broiler  Prices  Down 
from  Summertime  High 

Farmers'  prices  for  broilers  have  declined  since  mid -July,  when  the 
21. k  cent  per  pound  average  price  was  the  highest  in  12  months.    The  mid- 
August  price  was  21.0  cents,  and  early  September  quotations  in  production 
areas  declined  still  further.    Even  after  the  declines,  however,  most  broiler 
prices  remained  slightly  above  September  1956  when  the  mid -month  price  was 
l3.2  cents  (table  3).    Prices  in  the  last  few  months  of  1957  probably  will 
be  close  to  year-earlier  levels.    In  November-December  195^  mid -month  prices 
to  farmers  were  slightly  \inder  17  cents  per  poiind . 

Less  Meat  From 
Farm  Chickens 

The  reduced  supply  of  other  yoiing  chickens  that  was  available  this 
sijnmer  helps  to  explain  why  broiler  prices  since  midsummer  have  been  above 
last  year.    The  l3  percent  cut  in  the  ntmiber  of  chickens  raised  for  laying 
flock  replacement  probably  reduced  by  15-20  million  the  number  of  "other 
young  chickens"  to  be  sold  in  the  period  from  May  through  October,    (in  1956, 
farmers  sold  II7  million  such  young  chickens,  mostly  in  the  period  mentioned 
above . ) 

The  number  of  fowl  (hens)  to  be  sold  this  fall  probably  will  be  less 
than  last  fall:    first,  on  September  1  the  total  laying  flock  from  which  such 
birds  are  drawn  was  2  percent  smaller  than  a  year  earlier;  second,  lower 
prices  add  to  the  economic  incentive  to  keep  a  larger  proportion  of  hens. 
Reduced  marketings  of  hens  woiild  not  boost  broiler  prices,  however,  because 
prices  of  fowl  already  are  sharply  below  prices  of  broilers  (see  Sitixation 
at  a  Glance,  page  2),  and  there  is  only  limited  competition  between  fowl  and 
broilers.    In  August,  slaughter  of  hens  in  large  plants  was  reported  at  27  per- 
cent belOTT  last  year. 
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Remaining  Turkey  Slaughter  Below  195^ ; 
Early-Seascn  Marke'ir^s  vere  Record 

Turkey  slaughter  in  the  remaining  months  of  1957  is  likely  to  "be 
slightly  below  corresponding  1956  slaughter.    This  reversal  is  expected 
because  poult  hatchings  in  May  and  later  were  below  a  year  earlier.  Through 
April,  hatchings  of  poults  for  1957  marketings  were  8  percent  larger  than  a 
year  eaxlier  (table  10), 

Because  of  the  increases  in  early  poult  hatchings  and  in  number  of 
breeder  smd  other  adult  turkeys  carried  into  1957 ^  turkey  slaughter  in  Isirge 
plants  was  up  5^  percent  in  January  -  June  1957  compeired  with  the  like  period 
in  1956  (table  11).    In  July  -  August  1957,  slaughter  averaged  only  9  percent 
higher  than  a  year  esirlier  and  has  been  lower  since . 

Turkey  prices  during  the  last  few  months  have  reflected  the  early- 
sesison  supply  increase  and  large  storage  stocks.    At  22.6  cents  per  pound 
(live)  in  mid-August,  the  U.  S.  average  price  to  farmers  was  a  half -cent 
above  the  preceding  month  but  about  5  cents  below  a  year  earlier.    A  similar 
margin  below  1956  had  prevailed  for  the  preceding  months,  but  the  growers' 
price  diseidvantage  ccaapared  with  la^t  year  may  narrow  somewhat  before  the  end 
of  the  yeeir.    In  1956,  prices  declined  further  after  mid-August  (table  12), 
but  this  year  country-point  prices  in  August  and  early  September  were  steady 
or  even  up  slightly. 

Retailers'  judgnents  of  an  appropriate  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas 
price  for  turkeys  sold  through  supermarkets  and.  other  high-volume  outlets  will 
also  influence  prices  in  the  next  3  months.    In  recent  years,  turkeys  at 
supermarkets  have  been  holiday  "sale"  items,  featured  at  about  the  lowest 
prices  of  the  year.    If  necessaxy  to  meet  competition  during  the  holiday 
season,  chains  have  been  willing  to  cut  their  usual  price  markups.  1/    But  an 
alternative  has  been  to  seek  to  bi;y  at  a  price  that  would  permit  resale  at  a 
predetermined  retail  price.    If  this  year's  holiday  prices  are  about  the  same 
as  those  advertised  during  the  summer  in  Eastern  chain  stores,  producer  prices 
would  not  have  much  room  to  rise  further  in  the  next  month  or  two  except  in 
ccmpensation  for  the  better  "finish"  expected  on  turkeys  slaughtered  later  in 
the  season.    (For  November  and  December,  the  U.  S.  average  price  received  by 
farmers  also  usually  shows  a  slight  rise  as  a  reflection  of  retail  sales  made 
directly  by  growers . ) 

The  low  retail  prices  that  were  typical  this  summer  have  encouraged  a 
large  disappearamce  of  turkey.    For  the  first  8  months  of  the  year,  the 
reported  slaughter  plus  the  net  decrease  in  storage  stocks  have  been  over 
30  percent  above  last  year.    For  the  year  as  a  whcle,  civilian  consumption 
will  be  up  to  about  5»8  pounds  (ready-to-cook)  per  person  compared  with 
•3.1  po'ar,i3  ir.  I'-'y..  About  half  of  the  suinual  consumption  is  typically  in 
the  holiday  months  of  November  and  December.    Consumption  in  these  months  is 


1/  Marketing  Margins  and  Practices  for  Turkeys  Sold  in  Three  Eastern 
Markets,  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  I9I,  AMS,  USDA,  Washington,  1957* 
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probably  less  responsive  to  price  cuts  than  early-season  consumption.  A 
turkey  for  the  holiday  meal  is  traditional,  but  in  other  seasons  of  the  year 
the  housewife  is  likely  to  consider  the  relation  of  turkey  prices  to  the  costs 
of  other  meats. 

Storage  Holdings  of  Turkey 
Highest  for  the  Season 

Turkey  storage  stocks  were  100  million  pounds  on  September  1  compared 
with  53  million  a  year  earlier.    The  season  peak  last  yesir  was  197  million 
pounds  in  storage  on  November  1. 

Through  1957 ^  stocks  have  typically  exceeded  a  year  earlier  by  50  to 
75  million  poxinds  and  have  tended  to  hold  down  prices.    In  the  remaining 
months  of  1957^  however,  additions  to  storage  stocks  are  unlikely  to  be  as 
great  as  last  year,  because  fewer  birds  remain  available  for  slaiighter. 
(Tables  13,  1^.)    Also,  consumption  preceding  the  holidays  may  continue 
larger  than  last  year,  in  view  of  the  lower  prices. 


Seasonal  Egg  Price  Adjusters  Extended  One  Year 

Monthly  factors  for  the  seasonal  adjustment  of  egg  prices  received  by 
farmers,  for  use  through  June  195^^  have  been  canputed  by  the  Department  of 
Agricultxire ,  as  shown  in  table  6.    The  seasonally-adjusted  prices  are  used  in 
the  computation  of  the  percentage  which  monthly  egg  prices  are  of  parity.  The 
seasonal  adjustment  is  also  useftil  for  comparing  egg  prices  in  different 
seasons  of  the  year. 

The  highest  factor  for  the  12  months  beginning  this  July  is  112  jjercent 
(of  the  annual  average)  for  October,  and  the  lowest  is  91  ^or  February  through 
May.  The  highest  and  lowest  factors  used  for  the  12  months  beginning  July  19^ 
1956  were  II3  for  both  October  and  November,  and  88  for  February.  The  smaller 
spread  reflects  the  evening-out  of  the  peaks  and  troughs  of  egg  prices. 

In  general,  these  factors  are  constructed  by  comparing  the  5-year  aver- 
age price  for  the  given  month  with  the  5 -year  average  price  for  all  12  months. 
This  latter  average  covers  the  most  recent  60-month  period  which  can  be  cen- 
tered upon  the  month  in  question.    The  figures  are  adjusted  to  maintain 
consistency  and  continuity  in  the  series,  and  to  avoid  abrupt  changes  on 
account  of  unusual  circumstajices  in  individual  years  included  in  the  5-year 
base. 
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Table  1  . — Factors  indicative  of  numbers  of  layers  to  be  on  hand 
October  1,  1957  and  Jan\iary  1,  1958 


(a)  Fall  pullet  numbers  and  derivation 


Sexed 
pullets 

as  a 
percent- 
age of 
farmers ' 
chick 
pur- 
chases 

Computed 

Pullets  on  hand 

number 
of 

Oct.  1 

Jan 

1  following 

Year 

:  Chickens 
:  raised 

pullets 

chickens 
raised 

1/ 

Sept.  1, 
not  yet 
laying 

Lay- 
ing 

Not 
yet 
lay- 
ing 

Total 

Lay- 
ing 

Not  : 

f *     =  Total 
lay-  : 

ing 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

mi. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil. 

19^^ 
19^7 
19^ 
1949 

738 
719 
615 
705 

22 
26 
30 
31 

U35 
1*38 
387 
1*1*1* 

265 
266 
21*4 

265 

126 
131 
125 
ll*0 

199 
195 
176 
185 

325 
326 

301 
32I* 

21*1* 
2l*3 
227 
255 

37  281 
35  278 

31  258 

32  287 

1950 
1951 

1953 

6ao 
623 

32 

33 
•57 

1*2 

397 
399 
370 
372 

213 
217 
181* 
175 

11*1 

l'^3 
11*2 
15U 

ll*2 
ll*i* 
117 
112 

283 
288 
259 
266 

229 
231 
215 
231 

30  261 
23  238 
2l*  255 

195^ 

1956 
1957 

5to 
1*62 

1*79 
391* 

1*9 
50 
53 
2/5^* 

383 
333 
31.9 
292 

167 
150 
151^ 
132 

168 
11*8 
168 

101+ 
9^ 
93 

273 
21*2 
261 

233 
211 
219 

25  257 
27  239 
32  252 

(b)    Fall  hen  numbers  and  derivations 

Layers  and  potential 
layers  on  hand, 
Jan.  1 

Layers 

Hens  on  hand 

Hens 

Total, 
including 
pullets 

on 

hand, 
Sept.  1 

Oct. 

1 

Jan.  1 
following 

" 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

19*^  : 
19^7  : 
I9W  : 

19k3  : 

151 
150 
lifO 
l4l 

1*73 
1*31 
1*18 

399 

291* 
292 
283 
281* 

202 
198 

193 
I8I* 

150 
ll*0 
11*1 

137 

1950  : 

1951  : 

1952  : 

1953  : 

137 
11*1 
136 
135 

1*21* 
399 
397 
373 

298 
289 
283 
279 

189 

179 
172 
156 

11*1 
136 
135 
116 

195^^  : 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1957  : 

116 
111 
122 
120 

371 
369 
360 

371 

291 
285 
295 
290 

151* 
166 
152 

111 
122 
120 

1/  Coc?)uted  with  allowance  for  pullets  among  straight-run  chicks  bought.    2/  Intentions. 
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Table    2. — Chickens  raised,  and  pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age 
on  farms,  August  1,  by  regions,  1955  to  date 


Chickens  raised 

Pullets  not  yet  of  laying  age, 
August  1 

Region 

1957  as 

1957  as 

1950  : 

1957  '. 

a  per- 
centage 

of  1956 

xypo  : 

1  QK'7  • 

a  per- 
centage 
of  1956 

M-i  1 

Ml  1 
MIX  . 

rQT/  ■ 

Mi  ^ 

Kli  1 
MIX  . 

r  C  u  . 

North  Atlantic 

77.8 

7^.0 

62.3 

&k 

32.7 

30.6 

24.8 

81 

ijas^  woFun  ^enuxci-L 

88.3 

92. U 

71.0 

77 

41.0 

hh.9 

35.6 

79 

West  North  Central 

125.6 

13^.3 

105.6 

79 

66.3 

69.5 

58.5 

84 

South  Atlantic 

50.6 

53.8 

49.7 

92 

18.5 

16.8 

15.8 

94 

South  Central 

67.2 

73.0 

59.1 

81 

23.8 

25.6 

20.2 

79 

Western 

52.3 

51.1 

I16.6 

91 

15.7 

13.4 

12.3 

92 

United  States 

k6l.9 

478.6 

394.3 

82 

198.0 

200.8 

167.2 

83 

1/  Preliminary. 


Table    3- — Monthly  hatchings  of  chicks  for  laying  flock  replacement, 

January  1955  "to  date 


1957  cumulat 

ive 

1955 

1956 

1957 

totals 

as 

a 

percentage 

of - 

Month 

By  : 
months : 

Cumula- 
tively 

By  : 
months : 

Cumula- 
tively 

By  : 
months : 

Cumula- 
tively 

1955  : 

19^ 

)0 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet 

Jauiuary 

32.9 

32.9 

39.3 

39.3 

32.1 

32.1 

97.6 

81. 

7 

February 

71.2 

104.1 

84.0 

123.3 

58.9 

91.0 

87.4 

73. 

8 

March 

148.8 

253.0 

149.5 

272.8 

114.1 

205.1 

81.1 

75. 

2 

April 

163.9 

416.8 

159.4 

432.2 

136.5 

341.7 

82.0 

79. 

1 

May 

107.9 

524.7 

108.8 

541.0 

93.1 

434.7 

82.9 

80. 

4 

June 

32.7 

557.4 

34.7 

575.7 

31.0 

465.7 

83.5 

80. 

9 

July 

14.9 

572.4 

15.4 

591.1 

14.2 

479.9 

83.9 

81, 

2 

August 

12.6 

585.0 

605.4 

12.4 

492.3 

84.2 

81. 

3 

September 

14.1 

599.0 

14.8 

620.2 

October 

16.6 

615.6 

17.1 

637.3 

November 

15.5 

631.1 

14. 7 

652.0 

December 

17.5 

648.6 

15.9 

667.9 
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Table  o  . — Eggs:    Prices,  farm  (including  seasonal  adjustment),  retail,  and  per  capita 
disappearance,  monthly,  January  195'*  to  date. 


;            -J.  s. 

average 

u.  s. 

price 

rec  e 1 ved 

Ci vilinn 

fGunsers , 

Seasonal 

average 

Farm-retai 1 

■  Qz'  capita 

per 

do^en 

adjustment 

retail 

price  spread 

disappearance. 

factor 

price. 

£/ 

shell  only 

As 

1' 

per  dozen 

3/ 

repo-  v-evx 

•  adjusted 

(AWS) 

Cents 

Cents 

Percent 

Jeiits 

Cents 

1951+ 

Jeuiuary 

46.3 

48.7 

95 

65.1 

17.4 

31.3 

Fetruary 

1*5.7 

52.5 

87 

64.3 

17.2 

28.2 

March 

38.7 

44.5 

87 

56.7 

16.8 

31.2 

April 

35.0 

40.2 

87 

53.8 

17.8 

30.4 

May 

33-1 

37.6 

88 

52.2 

18.1 

30.1 

June 

33-0 

36.7 

90 

50.9 

16.9 

26.7 

July 

34.5 

34.8 

99 

54.6 

19.1 

27.4 

August 

37.4 

35.0 

107 

58.0 

19-5 

27.1 

Septeaiber 

33.8 

29.9 

113 

56.0 

21.2 

26.8 

October 

32.4 

27.9 

116 

56.1 

22.7 

29.3 

November 

33-9 

29.5 

115 

54.6 

19.7 

30.5 

Decesaber 

32.7 

29.2 

112 

51.5 

17.8 

32.4 

1955 

January 

32.2 

34.3 

94 

50.1 

16.9 

31.2 

February 

39.6 

45.9 

86 

57.8 

17.1 

27.9 

M^axch 

39.8 

45.1 

88 

59.0 

18.1 

30.9 

April 

35.9 

40.3 

89 

53.3 

16.3 

28.3 

M.ay 

33.8 

37.6 

90 

51.6 

16.8 

28.4 

June 

33.8 

37.1 

91 

51.5 

16.7 

26.8 

J'oly 

35.2 

35-2 

100 

55.0 

18.7 

27.2 

August 

39.5 

36.5 

108 

61.4 

20.8 

27.3 

September 

43.8 

39.5 

111 

64.4 

19.3 

27.2 

October 

43.0 

37.6 

114 

64.1 

19.9 

29.3 

November 

43.4 

38.1 

114 

62.4 

17.7 

29.9 

December 

47.2 

42.4 

111 

66.2 

17.7 

31.2 

1956  : 

January 

46.6 

49.6 

94 

65.5 

17.5 

30.8 

February 

40.2 

46.7 

86 

58.0 

16.6 

28.8 

March 

39-6 

44.5 

89 

58.1 

17.3 

31.0 

April 

38.5 

42.8 

90 

56.5 

16.8 

28.5 

May 

37.6 

41.2 

91 

55.6 

17.0 

27.6 

June 

36.4 

39.5 

92 

54.0 

16.6 

25.7 

July 

36.6 

36.9 

99 

55-9 

18.3 

27.5 

August  : 

36.9 

34.2 

108 

56.8 

18.8 

27.0 

Septaaber  : 

38.6 

34.8 

111 

58.9 

19.1 

27.1 

October  : 

38.1 

33.7 

113 

59.5 

20.3 

29.1 

November  : 

37.2 

32.9 

113 

57.5 

19.2 

29.4 

December 

37.1 

33.7 

no 

56.2 

18.0 

31.5 

1957  : 

January 

33.2 

35.3 

94 

52.0 

17.8 

30.6 

Febraary  : 

32.8 

37.3 

88 

52.5 

18.7 

27.2 

March  : 

30.6 

34.0 

90 

49.5 

18.0 

30.3 

April 

30.8 

33.8 

91 

48.9 

17.2 

28.8 

May 

29.0 

31.9 

91 

47.2 

17.3 

27.8 

June  : 

29.0 

31.5 

92 

46.0 

16.1 

4/24.8 

July  : 

32.1 

32.4 

99 

51.8 

18.7 

V26.5 

August  : 

36.3 

33.6 

108 

1/  For  September  1957  and  the  following  months  through  June  I958,  the  seasonal  adjustment  factors  are, 
respectively:    111,  112,  110,  IO8,  96,  9I,  91,  91,  91,  and  92. 
2J  Includes  allowance  for  breakage  and  loss. 
3/  Re^/ised  on  basis  of  "unadjusted"  population. 
Partly  estinated. 


EES -191 


-16  - 


SEPTEMBER  1957 


Table  7  . -  Broilers :    Quarterly  placements  by  reporting 
States,  October  1955  to  date 


State 

:  Quarters 

:  1955 

'  1956 

:  1957 

:  ±v 

I 

:  II 

III 

TV 

T 
X 

TT 

!  Ill 

:  y 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil- 



Mil. 

Mil, 

Maine 

•      Q  h 

XV  ■  X 

XX. p 

1 P  1 

X^  .  X 

1  p  n 

XiC  .  w 

X^ .  V 

TOT 

12  k 

Connecticut 

:      1  -± 

7  7 

7  1 

O.J 

0  .  Q 

1 .  J 

7  S 

Pennsylvania 

ft  ^ 

O  7 

1 0  ft 

Q  7 

R  n 

R  A 

0.  D 

ink 

10.'? 
xv/#^ 

Delaware 

1  ft  1 

91  ft 

PP  R 

PI 

^x .  0 

Pk  Q 

k 

Maryland 

T  k  ft 

XLJ  .  *+ 

1  Q  Q 

X(J  .  VJ 

1  S  1 
xp  .X 

1  Q  1 

pn  7 

<>w#  X 

Virginia 

-1-0  •  1 

X  f  .o 

1  Q  1 
xy  .X 

1  S  7 

X0.4- 

lA  P 
XD.  <; 

16  7 

XvJ  .  f 

17."? 

X  f 

West  Virginia 

J'  { 

6  7 

7  1 

6  U 

S  P 

P 

7  1 
1  .x 

North  Carolina 

If  .1 

PS 

28  7 

2S  1 

.  X 

PI  Q 

PS  4 

28.8 

27.7 

South  Carolina  ' 

O  O 

J .  ^ 

4.0 

^.6 

■R  Q 

^  Q 

4.4 

Georgia 

66  7 

6^^  0 

SQ  1 

6s  ■R 

72.8 

Florida  ; 

3.7 

3.6 

3.0 

2.7 

2.9 

2.8 

3.1 

Alabeima 

J.O  •  X 

2h.6 

21.6 

21.7 
ex.  ( 

PS  7 

28.0 

25,8 

Indiana 

9.2 

9-9 

11.5 

9.9 

8.9 

10.2 

12.4 

12.5 

Illinois  : 

^  •  J. 

P  6 

p  U 

p  0 

2.S 

2,4 

Missouri  ; 

8.1 

10.2 

7.9 

5.8 

7.6 

7.9 

8.9 

Arkansas  ; 

2l^.l 

30.5 

26.9 

22.7 

29.0 

30.5 

28.5 

Mississippi  ; 

10.7 

13.6 

16.2 

IU.6 

14.0 

17.4 

17.9 

17.8 

Louisiana  : 

3.7 

3.8 

k.d 

4.0 

3.6 

4.5 

4.8 

4.5 

Texas  : 

22.7 

25.0 

29.2 

25.7 

23.3 

27.6 

27.4 

24.7 

Washington  : 

2.1 

3.2 

3.7 

2.8 

2.4 

3.0 

3.8 

3.0 

Oregon  ; 

1.5 

2.3 

2.8 

2.2 

1.8 

2.0 

2.3 

1.9 

California  : 

12.1 

15.6 

15.5 

13.3 

10.6 

11.5 

12.5 

11.8 

Total,  22  States: 

25'+.l 

310.  U 

358.1 

316.  U 

285.7 

332.2 

359.4 

3U.6 

1/  Partly  estimated . 
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Table  9  . — Turkeys:    Number  raised,  by  breed  types,  by  regions,  1955  to  date 


Light  breeds 

Heavy  breeds 

Total 

Region 

:    1956  : 

1956  : 

1955 

:    1956  : 

1957 

1955 

1957 

1955 

1957 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil . 

North  Atlantic 

1.0 

0.5 

0.3 

k.l 

4.1 

3.7 

5.1 

k.e 

l+.O 

East  North  Central 

2.3 

1.7 

1-7 

6.7 

8.1^ 

9.2 

9.0 

10.0 

10.9 

West  North  Central 

3-9 

2.6 

2.1 

13-5 

19.0 

20.1 

17.4 

21.6 

22.2 

oouun  ATixanuic 

DO 

0 .  u 

XJ. .  ^ 

JLd.  •  0 

1  ^  0 

South  Central 

1.3 

1.2 

1.3 

5.1 

7.5 

7.9 

6.1+ 

8.7 

9.1 

Western 

2.0 

1.7 

1.6 

n.k 

19.5 

16.5 

19.2 

21.1 

United  States 

16.8 

13.7 

13.3 

I48.8 

63.2 

67.3 

65.6 

76.9 

80.6 

Table  10  . — Turkeys:    Monthly  hatchings,  by  breed  types,  lagged  to  indicate  prospective  month  of  marketing 


Month 

Heavy  breed  hatchings, 
6  months  previous 

Light  breed  hatchings, 
k  months  previous 

All  turkeys :    Sum  of 
preceding  columns  1/ 

1955 

1956 

:  1957 

!  1958 

1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

'■  1958 

1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

':  1958 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

January 

l.k 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2.8 

0 

7 

0.4 

0.4 

2 

1 

2.5 

3.? 

February 

0.1 

0 

3 

0 

7 

0.7 

7 

•  3 

•  3 

0 

8 

0.6 

1.0 

March 

2/ 

1 

3 

1 

0 

•  5 

■  7 

1 

1 

.6 

1.0 

April 

.1 

2 

k 

1 

7 

•  9 

1.1 

1 

7 

1.1 

1.4 

May 

.2 

1+ 

8 

1 

.9 

1.0 

1 

5 

1-3 

1.8 

June 

•5 

1 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

.8 

.8 

1 

/• 

1.8 

2.8 

July 

1.2 

2 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1.0 

1.0 

2 

3 

3.0 

4.1 

August 

2.7 

k 

9 

5 

8 

1 

8 

1.6 

1.4 

4 

5 

6.5 

7.2 

September 

7.8 

11 

k 

11 

8 

2 

1+ 

2.4 

2.3 

10 

3 

13.8 

14.1 

October 

12.8 

16 

3 

16 

9 

2 

6 

2.5 

2.2 

15 

4 

18.7 

19.0 

November 

111. 8 

17 

2 

17 

2 

2 

2 

2.2 

1-9 

17 

0 

19.4 

19-1 

December 

9-0 

11 

0 

10 

5 

1 

2 

1.1 

0.9 

10 

2 

12.1 

11.4 

1/  Obtained  from  unrounded  figures.    Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding.      2/  Less  than  O.O5  million. 


Table  11. — Turkeys:    Weekly  slaughter  in  large  plants  as  a  percent  of 
corresponding  week  a  year  earlier.  1957  to  date 


1957  slaughter  in  given  week 
a  percent  of  corresponding 


First  : 

Second  : 

Third  : 

Fourth  : 

Fifth  : 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

January 

l42 

212 

157 

150 

Febrxiary 

194 

253 

124 

225 

March 

232 

199 

164 

152 

117 

April 

189 

168 

167 

110 

May 

157 

117 

110 

119 

June 

101 

139 

li+3 

176 

13^+ 

July 

107 

144 

133 

125 

August 

112 

98 

89 

88 

86 

September 

October 

November 

Cumulative  change 
from  year  eao'lier, 
Jaji.  1  to  last 
week  ending  in 
given  month 


Cumulative  percent 
of  1956  slaughter 
which  was  done  by 
last  week  ending 
in  given  month 


Percent 

Percent 

175 

2 

188 

3 

184 

4 

179 

5 

159 

7 

154 

10 

150 

14 

129 

23 

36 

56 

85 

100 

\J  For  weeks  ending  in  given  month;  comparable  weeks  for  I956. 
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Table  12--  Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  series,  June  1953  to  date 


SEPTEMBER  1957 


SeasoD 

:    June  : 

July 

Atlg. 

:  Sept.  : 

Oct.     :    Nov.  : 

Dec. 

:    Jan.     :    Feb.  : 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents  Cents 

Cents 

Cents  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a)  Average  farm  price,  mid 

-mODth 

(live).  United  States 

1953-5J» 

!  31-7 

32.3 

32.7 

32.1* 

33-3  33.9 

3'*-5 

33.2  33.9 

33.6 

33.3 

31.0 

195^-55 

:  31-3 

26.6 

27.8 

27.6 

27.0  28.5 

29-6 

27.'*  29.5 

30.  U 

29-7 

28.9 

1955-56 

:  29.'* 

29.6 

29.5 

31.0 

31-2  29.8 

30.5 

30.6  31-0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

1956-57 

:  29.1 

26.6 

26.3 

26.7 

25.9  25.9 

27.8 

27.6  27.3 

26.0 

26.8 

24.9 

1957-58 

:  23. 

22.1 

22.6 

25-26 
25-26 
30-33 

20-21 


26 

25-26 

31 

22 


2'»-25 
26 
26 
17 


26 
30 

27-26 
20 


6l-6i* 
52|-53| 


1953-51*  : 

35 

1954-55  : 

30-31 

1955-56  : 

31 

1956-57  : 

29 

1957-58  : 

23-23i 

1953-54  i 

1954-55  : 

1955-56  : 

1956-57  : 

28-30 

1957-58  : 

277-28 


59-61 
51-53 
50-52 
47-48^ 


33 

27-29? 
304-31 
26|-27 

23 


28 
21 


32-33 
28 
2li-22 


(b)  Live,  heavy  type  young  tecs,  San  Joaquin  Volley, 
California,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


2^-31 

24-  25 
27 

25-  26 
18-19 


29-29i 
24 

27-29^ 
24^-26 
21 


26-29 
22-22^^ 
29-30 
25-25i 


26-29 
2^-24 

26^-27 
23-24^ 


26-29 
23-24 
26^-27 
26-28 


29-30 
21^-23 


(c)  Live,  heavy  type  hens,  San  Joaquin  Valley,  California, 
first  day  of  month  l/ 


32  32 

26  26 

264  27; 

20-21  21 


33  35-35i 

26  31-32 

34i-35,  33 

27-27i  25i-26 


(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  tooB,  heaviest  weights  quoted.  New 
York  City,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


56-59 
47-49 
51-54 
65^-66 
40-41 


55-57 
47-49 

55i-57 
60-61 

37^40^ 


55-59 
46i-49 
50I-54 

50-52 


53-56 
44-48 
48-50 
43-4^4 


51-54 
43-45 
53-54 
47t-49 


51-54 
44-48 
54-55 
46-47 


5lf54-|- 
44|-48 

54-55 
U-44i 


49i-53i 
46-49 

57i-58 
45-464 


(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-14  pounds.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


56-59 
45-i-48 
48-49^ 
46-47 
37-38 


55-57 
48-49^ 

49^-51 

43l-44i 

37I-38 


56-57 
47-49 
51-52i 
44-44| 


58-60 
49^-51 
52-54 
44-45 


59-60^ 
51-53 
5C^-52 
U4.45i 


60-6li 
48-51 
50-51 
42-43 


60-6li 
48-51 
50-51 
39-40 


60-614 
48-50 
493-51 
39i-4li 


595-61J 
48-50 
50-5I7 

42i-43| 


(f)  Live,  Belts ville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia 
and  West  Virginia,  first  day  of  month  l/ 


32-33  33 
26-26i  27t-28 
30-30I  3O-30I 
26^  25-26 
23  23-23^ 


33-33i 
29 

30I-31 
25 


36^ 
31-32 
30-31^ 

25i-26 


(g)  Live,  heavy  type  tODS,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  l/ 


24^ 
27 

29-30 
20 


30 
26 

29-31 
25-25i 
195-20 


30-30i 
24-24| 
30 

24-25 


29-31^ 
23-24 
26-27 
23-234 


30-31 
25-254 
28-28I 
27-30 


20-23 


234 


(h)  Live,  heavy  type  hens,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  l/ 


304-314 

284 

23 


33-34 
30^-304 
34 

26-264 
22-23 


344-354 
29-30 
37 

274-28 


38-384 
324-33 
33 

27-274 


39-40 

35-354 

32-34 

28-2&4 


274 


22 


24 


49-534 
474-504 
614-62 

42-44 


514-534 
534-54 


374 

37 

35 

37 

33 

30 

32 

28 

30 

30 

30 

31 

28-264 

294 

33 

30-31 

29-30 

26-27 

26 

26-27 

26 

26 

24-25 

20-22 
28-304 


28-2^ 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available. 
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Table  13 . — Txirkeys:    United  States  storage  stocks,  monthly,  I9U5  to  date, 
and  veekly,  35  cities,  October  1956  to  date 


Year 

:  Jan. 

Feb. ; 

Mar. 

:  Apr. 

.  May  ; 

June ; 

July 

:  Aug. 

iSept. ' 

,  Oct. 

;Nov. ' 

Dec. 

:  Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

:  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  First-of-month,  United  States 

19^5 

:  73 

7^* 

63 

46 

33 

29 

27 

21 

18 

27 

h3 

78 

19^6 

108 

135 

135 

12i+ 

107 

97 

79 

63 

55 

k5 

dk 

117 

19^7 

.  128 

ihO 

126 

95 

86 

72 

59 

39 

65 

86 

19^ 

83 

83 

70 

55 

kl 

33 

27 

19 

13 

15 

3k 

kl 

19^9 

.  51 

55 

51 

36 

33 

29 

21 

35 

16 

107 

1950  : 

127 

138 

129 

93 

77 

6k 

hi 

h3 

H 

108 

1951 

110 

117 

101 

80 

60 

kS 

39 

30 

25 

k2 

83 

109 

1952 

107 

116 

107 

93 

72 

63 

56 

1+6 

kk 

71 

lk2 

158 

1953  : 

1^7 

IU3 

118 

92 

72 

60 

53 

kk 

kS 

69 

126 

135 

195^  : 

122 

125 

109 

97 

79 

69 

57 

k3 

51 

78 

li+l 

II+7 

1955  i 

121 

12if 

111 

93 

71 

60 

52 

k5 

k8 

77 

11+4 

129 

1956  : 

95 

96 

83 

6k 

h9 

kl 

36 

36 

53 

98 

197 

194 

1957  ; 

162 

170 

150 

137 

109 

98 

92 

90 

100 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

Weeks  l/ : 

1957 

1956 

First  : 

89 

93 

82 

75 

60 

5k 

k9 

kl 

56 

105 

99 

Second  ; 

92 

93 

80 

71 

57 

5k 

k& 

k9 

59 

65 

111 

107 

Third  ; 

93 

90 

79 

65 

56 

52 

hi 

h9 

76 

101 

101+ 

Fourth  ; 

9^ 

86 

80 

63 

55 

51 

hi 

51 

93 

91 

88 

Fifth  : 

77 

50 

52 

86 

1/  Holdings  on  successive  Sat\irdays  of  each  month. 
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Table  — Turkeys:    Storage  stocks,  number  raised  and  sold,  and  prices 
received  by  farmers,  19^  to  date 


Turkeys  raised, 
by  breed  tv-pe 

Turkeys  sold  : 
fYom  farins,  : 

Year 

Jan.  1 

star age 
stocks 

Hea^•y 

Light 

Total 

Number 

Weight; 

Prices  received  by  farmers, 
per  poxind,  livewe ight 


Dec.  31 

storage 
stocks 


Weighted 
average, 
calendar 
year 


Simple  average  

ik  months. 


Calen- 
dar 
year 


Year 
begin- 
ning 
Oct. 


Oct. 
through 
following 
Jan. 


Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

lb. 

lb. 

Ct. 

Ct. 

ct. 

ct. 

1945 

83 

30.0 

5U9 

51 

1+6.8 

1*1.0 

1+1.0 

1+7.1+ 

51 

39.8 

71*8 

127 

35.2 

38.0 

31.9 

3h,0 

1?5C 

127 

kh.k 

43.6 

806 

no 

32.9 

31.5 

31+.6 

33.1 

1951 

no 

53.3 

51.7 

927 

107 

37.5 

35.9 

3'+.8 

37.6 

1955 

107 

62.3 

62.1 

1,0U9 

11+7 

33.6 

33.8 

33.0 

33.7 

1953 

l'*7 

1+3-^ 

16.1+ 

59.6 

59-1 

999 

122 

33.7 

33.1 

31.8 

33.7 

195'+ 

122 

U8.5 

19.2 

67.7 

66.9 

1,11+9 

121 

28.6 

30.4 

29.2 

28.1 

1955  : 

121 

ue.6 

16.8 

65.6 

6U.6 

1,079 

95 

30.2 

29.7 

29.9 

30.5 

1956  : 

95 

63.2 

13.7 

76.9 

75.2 

1,21+9 

162 

27.2 

28.9 

26.8 

1957  1/  : 

162 

67.3 

13.3 

80.6 

1/  Preliminary. 


Table  I5. — Turkeys  raised,  by  regions  and  principal  States,  I956  and  1957 


Region 
and 

State 

195c  1/ 

1957  2/ 

Difference,  I957  from  1956 

Heavy 
breeds 

Light 
breeds 

An 

tur- 
keys 

Heavy 
breeds 

Light 
breeds 

An 

tur- 
keys 

Number 

Percent 

Heavy  ."  Light  ] 
breeds  .breeds '. 

An 

tur- 
keys 

Heavy 
breeds 

Light  ; 
breeds* 

An 

turkeys 

m. 

Mil. 

MJ.1. 

Mdl. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Thou. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

:;art'n  Atlantic 

U.l 

0.5 

1+.6 

3.7 

0.3 

l+.O 

-3'+3 

-207 

-550 

-8 

-41 

-12 

Pennsylvania 

1.7 

.1+ 

2.1 

1.6 

.2 

1.6 

-ll+O 

-156 

-296 

-8 

-42 

-14 

last  Rci-ti  Central 

6.1+ 

1.7 

10.0 

9.2 

1.7 

10.9 

81+5 

-10 

635 

10 

-1 

8 

Ohio 

2.5 

.7 

3.2 

2.U 

.6 

3.0 

-n6 

-74 

-192 

-5 

-n 

-6 

Indiana 

1.6 

.1+ 

2.1 

2.1 

•  5 

2.6 

90 

534 

27 

22 

26 

Wisconsin 

2.2 

.3 

2.5 

2.5 

.2 

2.7 

317 

-n4 

203 

14 

-34 

8 

■"'est  North  Central 

19.0 

2.6 

21.6 

2C.1 

2.1 

22.2 

1,066 

-459 

627 

6 

-18 

3 

Minnesota 

7.9 

1.6 

9.6 

e.6 

1.3 

9.6 

641 

-354 

287 

6 

-22 

3 

Iowa 

5.5 

.3 

5.8 

5.6 

.5 

6.3 

291+ 

173 

467 

5 

55 

8 

Missouri 

2.7 

.1+ 

3-1 

2.9 

.2 

3.0 

II+7 

-209 

-62 

5 

-55 

-2 

South  Atlantic 

6.8 

6.0 

12.6 

6.9 

6.3 

13.2 

89 

297 

386 

1 

5 

3 

Virginia 

2.6 

3.8 

6.5 

2.5 

^.3 

6.6 

-107 

430 

323 

-4 

n 

5 

3outh  Central 

7.5 

1.2 

8.7 

7.9 

1-3 

9-1 

356 

50 

408 

5 

4 

5 

Arkansas 

1.7 

•  5 

2.2 

2.1 

.1+ 

2.5 

3I+7 

-102 

245 

20 

-21 

n 

Texas 

l+.O 

.1+ 

I+.5 

1+.2 

.6 

J+.7 

IOC 

167 

267 

2 

41 

6 

V.'estern 

I7A 

1.7 

19.2 

19.5 

1.6 

21.1 

2,070 

-112 

1,958 

12 

-6 

10 

Utah 

:  2.3 

.1+ 

2.7 

2.5 

.2 

2.7 

174 

-174 

0 

7 

-44 

0 

California 

n.7 

1.0 

12.6 

13.5 

1.1 

1,798 

98 

1,896 

15 

10 

15 

United  States 

63.2 

13.7 

76.9 

67.3 

13.3 

80.6 

4,105 

-441 

3,664 

6 

-3 

5 

1/  Revised.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Canputed  frcxn  unrounded  data. 
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Table      . — Product-feed  price  ratios  and  returns  per  dollar  of  feed 
fed;  eggs,  broilers,  and  turkeys,  available  data,  1935  to  date 


Year 

Product- feed 
price  ratios  1/ 

Returns  per  dollar  of  feed 
fed  in  producing  - 

Eggs  2/ 

Broilers  Zj 

Turkeys  4/ 

■"00 

.Broiler  * 

Tur- 
key 

:  Apr. 

:  15 

:  Oct. 
:  15 

Apr.  : 
15  : 

Oct. 
15 

Apr.  : 

15  : 

Oct. 

15 

Lb. 

Lb. 

T  V 

Lb, 

Dol. 

Dol. 

TV**.T 

Dol. 

Dol. 

Dol. 

1935 

13 '0 

0.0 

±9jD  ; 

12.1 

9.0 

1  Q'3'7  < 

■L9of  : 

10.4 

7.2 

l.lo 

2.00 

1.45 

1.4p 

1.09 

1.77 

1  )•  -1 
14.1 

10.9 

1.41 

2.74 

1.d2 

1.52 

1.91 

2.12 

■i-939 

11.9 

10.4 

1.46 

2.03 

1.48 

1.48 

2.04 

1.72 

11.5 

0.4 

1.23 

2  .lO 

1.51 

1.30 

1.41 

1.55 

13.5 

9.2 

l.o4 

2.29 

l.oO 

1.52 

1.53 

1.72 

14.2 

9.0 

1.65 

2.41 

1.39 

1-59 

1.52 

1.90 

19^3  . 

14.5 

11.1 

1.09 

2 .20 

1  Qi 

l.ol 

1.77 

2. 06 

1.90 

19^  : 

11.5 

10.0 

1.30 

1.92 

1.03 

1.  55 

1.00 

2.00 

13.4 

11.5 

1.04 

2«0o 

1.90 

1.59 

2.13 

1.99 

11.3 

9»7 

1.44 

X.97 

1.93 

2.o0 

1.76 

1.95 

1  oil*? 

11.1 

6.2 

7.7 

1.49 

1.68 

1.56 

1.51 

1.40 

1.35 

11. u 

6.5 

9.8 

1.29 

2.12 

1.60 

1.68 

1.44 

2.11 

s  8 

X . 

1  4i 

p  pn 

1  ftn 

X  . 

10.3 

5.6 

8.8 

1.27 

1.71 

1.72 

1.53 

1.82 

1.85 

1951 

12.0 

5.3 

8.9 

1.55 

1.96 

1.64 

1.38 

1.86 

1.86 

1952 

.  10.0 

5.1 

8.0 

1.18 

1.72 

1.36 

1.47 

1.72 

1.66 

1953 

:  12.3 

5.1 

8.6 

1.65 

2.04 

1.62 

1.60 

1.78 

1.88 

195i+ 

9.^ 

^.3 

7.9 

1.27 

1.22 

1.38 

1.24 

1.77 

1.50 

1955 

10.8 

5.0 

8.3 

1.37 

1.78 

1.84 

1.51 

1.68 

1.91 

1956 

:  10.9 

4.0 

8.2 

1.57 

1.54 

1.39 

1.18 

1.85 

1.54 

1957 

1.24 

1.29 

1.60 

1/  Simple  12-month  averages. 

2/  Based  on  7  lb.  poultry  ration  per  dozen  eggs. 

3/  Based  on  4J  lb.  chick  starter,  1937-46  ;  4  lb.  broiler  mash,  1947-56;  and 


3  lb.  broiler  mash  beginning  1957>  respectively,  per  pound  of  broiler. 

4/  Based  on  5j  lb.  poixLtry  ration,  1937-49;  4|  lb.  beginning  I95O  to  date, 
respectively,  per  pound  of  turkey. 
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13  Turkeys:  United  States  storage  stocks,  monthly,  19^5  to  date,  and 

weekly,  35  cities,  October  1956  to  date    20 

14  Tijrkeys :  Storage  stocks,  number  raised  and  sold,  and  prices  received 

by  farmers,  19^+8  to  date   21 
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NOTICE 

K  you  no  longer  need  this  publication, 
check  here  /  /  return  this  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  list. 

If  your  address  should  be  changed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Administrative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


The  next  issue  of  the  Poultry  and  Egg 
Situation,  scheduled  for  release  November  15, 
will  be  the  1958  Outlook  issue. 


